A celebration of the life of

Gus Schumacher

will be held on Saturday, December 2, 2017 at 1:00 pm
at National Presbyterian Church, 4101 Nebraska Ave NW, Washington DC.
The event will include a memorial service with several highlighted speakers, followed by a reception.


August Schumacher, Jr., better known to the world as Gus, was born in 1939 in Lexington, MA, the fourth
generation of New York and Massachusetts produce farmers. He graduated from Harvard in 1961 and studied at
the London School of Economics. In the mid-1960s he joined the World Bank in Washington, DC. He spent the
next 50+ years between Washington, DC and Massachusetts in a variety of public and private sector positions,
striving to serve, with his perspective always informed by his experience growing up in a New England farm family.
Gus was appointed Massachusetts Commissioner of Food and Agriculture in 1984. In 1995 he joined the USDA
and in 1997 was confirmed as Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services. He co-founded the
Wholesome Wave Foundation in 2007.
Gus and Susan Schumacher were married in 1992. Susan shared Gus’s enthusiasm for entrepreneurship and
farmers markets, as well as supporting the arts and travelling to far-flung places.
Gus served on The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, the boards of the American Farmland Trust,
FRESHFARM Markets, Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, Farmers Market Coalition, James Beard Foundation,
among others. He received the James Beard Foundation’s Leadership Award in 2013. He seldom talked about
his honors, and perhaps what meant the most to him was seeing the thousands of immigrant farmers all over the
country that he connected to resources and markets thrive and grow their farm businesses.

Donations
Gus’s priority was that the work he loved have the resources to continue.
To achieve that goal, donations may be made to:
Community Kitchen at Cape Cod Village
Box 2129, Orleans, MA 02653 (www.capecodvillage.org)
Farmers Market Coalition
P.O. Box 499, Kimberton, PA 19442 (farmersmarketcoalition.org)

For more information
Kathleen Fitzgerald: 512-496-8860

