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2018 National Farmers Market Week Toolkit
It’s time to get ready for National Farmers Market Week! National Farmers 
Market Week (NFMW) is an annual celebration sponsored by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) that highlights the important role farmers markets play in 
the nation’s food system. Now in its 19th season, NFMW always lands on the first 
full week of August, with this year’s celebration running August 4-10th, 2019. 

NFMW allows farmers markets to take center stage on a national level, and is 
an important opportunity to showcase the impacts of markets to customers, 
communities, local officials, and legislators. Each year, FMC provides more than 
8,600 markets with free tools, guides, and marketing materials to share their 
impacts during NFMW. The resources in this media kit are designed to help 
markets, influencers, media outlets, and local food fans use NFMW to:

1) Generate national and local excitement for NFMW, 

2) Promote the benefits of farmers markets, and 

3) Advocate for farmers markets at the local, state, and federal level. 

Why use NFMW to showcase impacts of farmers markets? 

Farmers markets benefit us all in many ways! They stimulate local economies, 
increase access to fresh, healthy food, promote sustainable farming practices 
that protect our water and soil, and preserve American farmland. However, 
none of these benefits are possible without farmers. For many family farmers to 
succeed, particularly those new to agriculture, they count on their neighbors to 
shop regularly at market. NFMW provides an important opportunity to promote 
these benefits, and to encourage more Americans to buy direct from their local 
farmer. NFMW also offers a great reason to connect with elected officials, and 
share the many reasons your market makes a difference in your community. 

This year, FMC’s NFMW efforts will largely focus on how farmers markets 
help farmers build and grow a prosperous business, and why their success 
is important to everyone. Be sure to follow FMC on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram for inspiring stories we’ll be sharing from markets and farmers across 
the country!
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NFMW Toolkit Resources
The Farmers Market Coalition has compiled a multitude of guides, templates, graphics, 
and other resources to help markets nationwide plan celebrations and activites around 
National Farmers Market Week. e

Free Online Resources:

• Guide to National Farmers Market Week Resources Webinar
• Farmers Market Talking Points – Highlight the benefits of farmers 

market with these facts.
• Social Media Cheat Sheet – Need a quick tweet or post for social media? 

Voila, a handful of pre-written social media copy!
• Farmers Market Infographics – This fun and educational infographic is 

easy to share on social media, blogs, newsletters and more.
• Farmers Market Trivia – Use these farmers market themed Q&As to host 

a trivia event, on social media, or just for fun!
• 2018 Featured Markets – See how 10 selected markets used self-collected 

data for NFMW promotions in 2018.
• USDA Farmers Market Directory – Add or update your markets 

information to USDA’s growing database of farmers markets.

Free Advocacy Resources
There’s no better way for officials to learn the benefits of your market than to witness 
it for themselves! Use our resources and templates to connect with your local officials, 
and share the great working happening at your market.

• FMC Advocacy Toolkit – Want to connect with your elected officials, but 
don’t know where to begin? Our templates, tools, and tips make it easy!

• U.S. Congressional Contact Info – Find out who represents you in 
Congress and invite them to your market.

• State Legislator Contact Info – Find your state representatives to invite 
them to your market.

• Invitation Template – Use our quick and easy template to send off an 
invitation to your local officials.

• Local Proclamation Template (Member-Only) – Partner with your local 
official(s) to make NFMW an official celebration in your city or state. Learn 
how to make it happen. 
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FMC Member-Only Templates and Downloads:
This year, FMC members get exclusive access to some of our most popular National 
Farmers Market Week resources. To access, Become a Member and/or Login to the 
Membership dashboard and choose NFMW Resources from the dropdown menu!

• NFMW Marketing Graphics – Use these digital graphics as cover photos, 
email headers, webpage banners, and more. 

• Why Farmers Markets Mini-Infographics - These square graphics are 
bite-sized versions of the full “Why Farmers Markets: Infographic that are 
perfect for sharing on Instagram and Twitter!

• “Put Your Money Where Your Farmer Is” Mini-Infographics - These 
square bite-sized infographics provide information on how markets 
support small, new, and sustainable farmers.  

• Local Proclamation Template – Partner with your local official(s) to make 
NFMW an official celebration in your city or state. Learn how to make it 
happen. 

• Press Release Template – Create press release to share with local media.
• Op-ed Template - Quickly create a NFMW op-ed for publication in local 

newspapers.

Farmers Market Merchandise
Get your gear for National Farmers Market Week! Order tattoos, stickers, t-shirts, and 
postcards to wear, pass out at market, or give away as contest prizes. FMC Members get 
20% off all orders. Not an FMC Member? Join here!

•	 I ‘Heart’ Farmers Market Tattoos – Our popular tattoos are fun to wear 
for vendors, customers, and kids of all ages!

•	 I ‘Heart’ Farmers Market Stickers – Stick your market pride anywhere 
with these durable, water resistant decals.

•	 I ‘Heart’ Farmers Market T-Shirts – This will be your new, favorite t-shirt! 
Our tees come in two styles in men, women, and child sizes.

•	 Farmers Market Post Cards – a collection of 10 poster cards, each with a 
different farmers market poster. 
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Ideas to Get You Started
Phew, that’s a lot of resources! We know that all of those options can be 
overwhelming, but keep in mind that you don’t need to do it all! We’ve developed 
and collected these resources over the course of years to account for the 
different needs of different markets. Very few if any markets will be doing ALL or 
even MOST of the activities available. 

So if you are thinking about setting up your own celebration, take a calming 
breath and contemplate some of the below questions to identify what will work 
for your market, your community and your available capacity.
1. How are you celebrating? An event, contest or special guest? Use any of our 

resources to help spread the word.
2. Use the Invitation Template to invite your legislators and public officials to 

your market.
3. Never talked to your legislators before? Use our Advocacy Toolkit to help you 

through the process.
4. Use the Local Proclamation Template to engage elected officials and make 

NFMW an official celebration for your city or state. 
5. Customize our Press Release Template and Op-Ed Template and send it 

to your local media outlets (print and broadcast media, popular newsletters, 
etc.)

6. Use our Social Media Cheat Sheet to help promote NFMW and events at 
your market.

7. Use our Farmers Markets Infographics in social media posts and 
newsletters. 

8. Use our Talking Points to help speak confidently about the amazing work 
your market is doing in your community. 

9. Claim or update your market’s profile in the Farmspread Farmers Market 
Directory, so members of you community can find you!

10.  Promote your market by encouraging customers and vendors to participate 
in our Instagram Contest. 

11.  Give away our t-shirts, tattoos and stickers as souvenirs and prizes.
12.  Share the stories from our Featured Markets and Voices from the Field to 

further demonstrate the important impacts of farmers markets. 
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Campaign Timeline

Week of July 1 | 5 weeks before NFMW
Save the date on social media, newsletters
Finalize promotion plan, events, activites

 
Week of July 8 | 4 weeks before NFMW 

Reminder on social media, newsletters
Share your plans for the week, announce any contests or special events
Start drafting invitations to legistators, research contacts
Send out press release to local media

 
Week of July 15 | 3 weeks before NFMW

Reminder on social media, newsletters
Send invitation to elected officials, discuss local proclamation
Last chance to order I Heart Farmers Markets tattoos, stickers, postcards

 
Week of July 22 | 2 weeks before NFMW

Reminder on social media, newsletters
Make sure your FMC membership is up to date and you have access to all 
NFMW downloads and resources!
Follow up on Local NFMW proclamation
Last chance to order I Heart Farmers Markets T-shirts
Start giving out tattoos and stickers for Instagram Campaign at market

 
Week of July 29 | 1 week before NFMW

Reminder on social media, newsletters
Schedule automated social media posts for next week

 
August 4-11 | National Farmers Market Week!

Post and report on social media, newsletters - don’t forget to use hashtags 
#farmersmarketweek, #lovemymarket, #whyfarmersmarkets and tag  
@fmcorg so we can repost your content!
Kickoff events and activites at market
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Social Media Campaigns

Capitalizing on bountiful, eye-catching produce and vibrant community, NFMW 
generates extensive social media coverage. Influencers, markets, and local 
food fans are encouraged to help promote the celebration by using the hashtag 
#FarmersMarketWeek. Our Social Media Cheat Sheet provides a full list of 
sample social media posts to promote NFMW.

Be sure to follow FMC on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, and help us spread 
the word about NFMW and the benefits of farmers markets by sharing and 
retweeting our posts.

#FarmersMarketWeek

Let’s get #FarmersMarketWeek trending nationwide! Use this tag for anything 
National Farmers Market Week big or small. FMC will also be using it to search 
for posts to retweet and to review how many people were talking about National 
Farmers Market Week overall. 

#WhyFarmersMarkets

Farmers markets strengthen regional farms 
and food businesses, promote ecological 
stewardship, improve food security, increase 
fresh food access, encourage community and 
social engagement, and facilitate urban and 
rural connection. 

Markets reconnect residents to the bounty 
of their region, sharing knowledge about 
seasonality and the variety of goods able to 
be made locally. Farmers markets cultivate 
“town squares,” giving civic and food initiatives 
an opportunity to engage with residents in a 
welcoming and inclusive manner.

During National Farmers Market Week, we are committed to educating the 
public on the myriad of reasons that farmers markets are important and vital to 
a sustainable food systems. Our #WhyFarmersMarkets campaign will showcase 
data-driven insights, statistics, anecdotes, graphics, and photos that explain just 
why farmers markets are worth celebrating!



farmersmarketcoalition.org / FMCorg  

#LoveMyMarket Instagram Campaign
Our #LoveMyMarket Instagram Campaign launches August 1, and will run 
thoughout the month. Previously a contest, the campaign is designed as a way 
for markets to engage their communities, and provides an inexpensive, fun, 
and easy way to allow customers and vendors to promote your venue for you 
through word of mouth, social and earned media. 

Participation is easy:

1. Take a photo of yourself, a farmer, shopper, puppy, baby, tomato - anyone 
or anything! - wearing a tattoo. [Order tattoos here!]

2. Post the photo to Instagram with the hashtag #LoveMyMarket

See examples from 2016, 2017, and 2018 for more inspiration! 



A special thank you to our sponsors and partners who 
allow us to improve our resources and templates every 

year, reach more audiences, and grow promote the value 
of farmers markets far and wide!

The Farmers Market Coalition is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to strengthening 
farmers markets across the United States so that they can serve as community 

assets while providing real income opportunities for farmers.


