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PRESS RELEASE:

FOR THE FIRST TIME, BOTH U.S. HOUSE AND SENATE RECOGNIZE NATIONAL
FARMERS MARKET WEEK

August 6, 2024 - For the first time, the U.S. House of Representatives has recognized National
Farmers Market Week (NFMW) by introducing a bipartisan House resolution. In doing so, the
House joins the Senate this year (after passing the first Senate NFMW resolution in 2023) and
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) in recognizing the annual event. Such alignment among
the administration and both chambers of congress is rare and underscores farmers markets as
one of the few sources of bipartisanship where lawmakers can find common ground.

This year, the Senate resolution once again passed unanimously, with bipartisan support from
23 co-sponsors, including last year’s sponsors, Senator Alex Padilla and Senator Joni Ernst.
The House resolution was introduced with bipartisan support as well, with 8 cosponsors
including Representative David Valadao and Representative Chellie Pingree, with more
expected to join. USDA also issued its 25th annual proclamation in celebration of the event.

“l am proud to celebrate National Farmers Market Week and to support our local farmers, who
feed our families and bring us together,” said Senator Padilla in a press release issued from his
office. “Our farmers markets nourish our neighborhoods, strengthen our local economies, and
grow the relationship between growers and consumers. We cherish these spaces as a vibrant
and dependable source of nutrition and community.”

“The Central Valley produces a quarter of our nation’s food with less than one percent of our
nation’s farmland,” said Representative Valadao. “Farmers markets provide our local producers
with an outlet to sell their goods, a place for families to buy healthy, locally grown produce, and
a platform to educate folks about where their food comes from. I'm proud to join my colleagues
to celebrate National Farmers Market Week and the many Central Valley livelihoods that are
fueled by agriculture.”

The coordination of both the House and Senate Resolutions was aided by the Farmers Market
Coalition (FMC), the only national nonprofit dedicated to supporting and advocating for farmers
markets.
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‘NFMW is a joyous celebration highlighting the importance of farmers markets in our
communities. As we kick off 25 years of National Farmers Market Week, we invite you to join the
celebration by supporting your local farmers market both this week and all year long.” said Willa
Sheikh, interim executive director of FMC. “We thank each cosponsor from the House and
Senate for their dedication to farmers markets and call on Congress to pass a Farm Bill that
supports the needs of farmers markets and the farmers who sell at them.”

National Farmers Market Week (NFMW), a yearly event celebrating the vital role farmers
markets play in our nation’s food system, will take place at participating markets across America
between August 4-10, 2024. Now in its 25th year, NFMW began and continues as an annual
proclamation declared by the USDA. Within the last decade, NFMW has grown in prominence,
becoming a widely anticipated event and effective tool for farmers market promotion and
advocacy. Each year, FMC provides a free NEMW Toolkit market leaders can use to help
promote and advocate for their market.

National Farmers Market Week comes at a time when specifics surrounding the farm bill remain
uncertain.

FMC calls on Congress to pass a Farm Bill that addresses these key priorities:

e Ensures the simplifying of the Farmers Market Promotion Program application process is
included in the final farm bill

e Removes the match requirements for the Farmers Market Promotion Program, the Local
Food Promotion Program, and the Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program
Streamlines farmers application to accept federal nutrition benefits
Adequately funds the LAMP grant program at $75 million per year with additional
appropriations authorization at $30million per year.

e Increases SFMNP mandatory funding by $10 million annually

ABOUT FARMERS MARKET COALITION:

Farmers Market Coalition (FMC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to strengthening farmers
markets for the benefit of farmers, consumers, and communities.

The organization is driven by three complementary goals - FMC'’s triple bottom line:

e Farmers earn fair prices for the fruits of their labor by selling directly to consumers.

e Consumers gain access to fresh, nutritious, and local produce.

e Communities regain a figurative “town square,” experiencing the many positive
outcomes of foot traffic and community connection.

FMC connects with markets of all sizes to work towards this triple bottom line and engage with
their unique communities. For more information about the Farmers Market Coalition, visit:
www.farmersmarketcoalition.org or follow @fmcorg on Facebook and Instagram.
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