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2020 National Farmers Market Week Toolkit
Once again, it’s time to get ready for National Farmers Market Week! National 
Farmers Market Week (NFMW) is an annual celebration that highlights the 
important role farmers markets play in the nation’s food system. This year, amidst 
a global pandemic and nationwide unrest over racial injustice, it is more important 
than ever for markets to do their part in bringing people together safely. 

The 21st annual National Farmers Market Week runs August 2 - 8th, 2020, offering 
an important opportunity to showcase the impacts of markets to customers, 
communities, local officials, and legislators while highlighting farmers markets as 
essential businesses. It is of exceptional importance to generate public awareness 
about the challenges farmers markets are facing this year in order to make the 
case for direct support for farmers market operators through private contributions 
and federal relief funding for market organizations. 

Each year, FMC provides market operators with free tools, guides, and marketing 
materials for implementing their own NFMW messaging campaign. The resources 
in this toolkit are designed to help farmers market operators, food systems 
organizations, and local food fans to:

1) Generate national and local excitement for NFMW, 

2) Promote the benefits of farmers markets, and 

3) Advocate for farmers markets at the local, state, and    
    federal level. 

This year, of course will be a little different. The focus of the NFMW messaging will 
be through the lens of the coronavirus emergency and how market operators have 
been leaders in serving their communities safely. 

https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/national-farmers-market-week/
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2020 National Farmers Market Week Messaging 
• Farmers markets are essential businesses. The COVID19 pandemic made 

it clear that local food systems with short supply chains are resilient and 
dependable in making food available to their communities. 

• Farmers market organizations are local food heroes. When the pandemic 
hit, everyone had to scramble to accommodate the changing requirements to 
keep customers safe. Market operators were some of the first to implement 
innovative strategies to change their operations around public health 
protocols. 

• Farmers markets are safe. Emerging research supports conventional 
wisdom in that outdoor marketplaces like farmers markets are often safer 
than alternative indoor retailers due to unlimited air circulation, sunlight, the 
flexibility to enforce social distancing by spreading out vendors and products, 
and the innovative strategies market operators have implemented.  

#FarmersMarketsAreEssential  |  #FarmersMarketWeek  |  #LoveMyMarket

 
Be sure to follow FMC on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for inspiring stories 
we’ll be sharing from markets and farmers across the country!

http://facebook.com/fmcorg
https://twitter.com/FMCorg
https://www.instagram.com/fmcorg
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Campaign Timeline

Week of July 13 | 3 weeks before NFMW
• Reminder on social media, newsletters
• Share your plans for the week, announce any contests or special events
• Send invitation to elected officials, discuss local proclamation

Week of July 20 | 2 weeks before NFMW
• Send out press release to local media
• Reminder on social media, newsletters
• Order I Heart Farmers Markets tattoos and postcards

Week of July 27 | 1 week before NFMW
• Reminder on social media, newsletters
• Make sure your FMC membership is up to date and you have access to 

all NFMW downloads and resources!
• Follow up on Local NFMW proclamation
• Reminder on social media, newsletters
• Schedule automated social media posts for next week

August 2-8 | National Farmers Market Week!
• Post and report on social media, newsletters - don’t forget 

to use hashtags #farmersmarketweek, #lovemymarket, 
#farmersmarketsareessential and tag @fmcorg so we can repost your 
content!

• Kickoff events and activities at market
• Kickoff events and activities at market
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Ideas to Get You Started
Phew, that’s a lot of resources! We know that all of those options can be 
overwhelming, but keep in mind that you don’t need to do it all! We’ve developed 
and collected these resources over the course of years to account for the 
different needs of different markets. 

So if you are thinking about setting up your own celebration, take a calming 
breath and contemplate some of the questions below to identify what will work 
for your market, your community and your available capacity.

1. Use the Social Media Toolkit to plan your strategy and schedule posts up to 
and during NFMW.

2. Customize our Press Release Template and Op-Ed Template and send it 
to your local media outlets (print and broadcast media, popular newsletters, 
etc.)

3. Add or update your market’s profile for American Farmland Trust’s Farmers 
Market Celebration, so members of you community can find and vote for you! 
Winners are eligible for cash prizes!

4. Visit @Square on Instagram for a chance to be highlighted as a small business 
(check their stickers to nominate your market!)

5. Use our Talking Points to help speak confidently about the amazing work 
your market is doing in your community. 

6. Never talked to your legislators before? Use our Advocacy Toolkit to help you 
through the process.

7. Use the Local Proclamation Template to engage elected officials and make 
NFMW an official celebration for your city or state. 

http://markets.farmland.org
http://markets.farmland.org
https://www.instagram.com/square/
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NFMW Toolkit Resources
The Farmers Market Coalition has compiled a multitude of guides, templates, graphics, 
and other resources to help markets nationwide plan celebrations and activities around 
National Farmers Market Week.

• Sample Email –  Send an email to your newsletter list to remind your 
vendors and supporters that NFMW is coming up. 

• Social Media Toolkit – Plan social media outreach in advance and 
strategically share all the amazing things happening around farmers 
markets during this historic time.

• Social Media Campaign Hashtags and Sample Posts - An overview 
of NFMW messaging hashtags and sample social media posts tp use 
as is or for inspiration. 

• Planning Your Market’s Unique Messaging Guide - Ideas for 
generating content unique to your farmers market.

• Communication Plan Template - A spreadsheet to help you think 
through and write out your social media plan.

• Press Release Template – Create press release to share with local media.
• Op-ed Template - Quickly create a NFMW op-ed for publication in local 

newspapers. 
• NFMW Marketing Graphics – Use these digital graphics as cover photos, 

email headers, webpage banners, and more. 
• Farmers Market Talking Points – Highlight the benefits of farmers 

market with these facts.
• USDA Farmers Market Directory – Add or update your markets 

information to USDA’s growing database of farmers markets.

https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/download/28301/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/download/28242/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/download/28229/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/download/28225/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/download/28303/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/download/28306/
https://www.ams.usda.gov/local-food-directories/farmersmarkets
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Advocacy Resources
Strong partnerships are vital to the success of your farmers market. Building 
relationships with elected officials is particularly important as these individuals are in 
a position to make decisions that can have significant impacts on your farmers market. 
The Coronavirus pandemic has highlighted the importance of such connections. At a 
time when elected officials had many demands on their time and attention, farmers 
markets with established relationships were more likely to be successful in advocating 
for the needs of their market and communities. “FMC’s message about building 
relationships with public officials is well taken. If it wasn’t for a few who we’ve invited to 
market and kept in touch with, we’d have been dead in the water.”--Catt Fields White, SD 
Markets and Farmers Market Pros

National Farmers Market Week is a great time to foster these relationships and show 
how the hard work that you do leads to positive impacts in the community. Inviting 
elected officials to see the impacts and adaptations resulting from COVID-19 may be 
particularly important to help them understand the challenges your market is facing. 
Below you will find a host of resources to make that process easier.

• FMC Advocacy Toolkit – Want to connect with your elected officials, but 
don’t know where to begin? Our templates, tools, and tips make it easy!

• U.S. Congressional Contact Info – Find out who represents you in 
Congress and invite them to your market.

• State Legislator Contact Info – Find your state representatives to invite 
them to your market.

• Invitation Template – Use our quick and easy template to send off an 
invitation to your local officials.

• Local Proclamation Template – Partner with your local official(s) to make 
NFMW an official celebration in your city or state.

Send this template to a local leader, asking to make August 2-8, 2020 Official City/
County/State Farmers Market Week. 

2019 Texas Farmers Market Day 
Proclamation

2019 Virginia Farmers Market 
Week - VAFMA

https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/advocacy/
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members
https://openstates.org/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/national-farmers-market-week/advocate/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/download/28310/
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FMC Member-Only Downloads:
This year, FMC members get exclusive access to some of our most popular National 
Farmers Market Week resources. To access, Become a Member or Login to the 
Membership dashboard and choose NFMW Resources from the dropdown menu!

• “Why Farmers Markets” Mini-Infographics - These square graphics are 
bite-sized versions of the full “Why Farmers Markets: Infographic that are 
perfect for sharing on Instagram and Twitter!

• “Put Your Money Where Your Farmer Is” Mini-Infographics - These 
square bite-sized infographics provide information on how markets 
support small, new, and sustainable farmers.  

Farmers Market Merchandise
Get your gear for National Farmers Market Week! FMC Members get 20% off all orders. 
Not an FMC Member? Join here!

•	 I ‘Heart’ Farmers Market Tattoos – Our popular tattoos are fun to wear 
for vendors, customers, and kids of all ages!

•	 Farmers Market Post Cards – a collection of 10 poster cards, each with a 
different farmers market poster. 

**Celebrate safely! In order to prevent the spread of coronavirus, 
don’t encourage customers to put on tattoos at market or grab from 
a common pile. Try giving tattoos to vendors to place in individually 

packaged boxes or to go bags.**

https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/joinus/membership/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.z2systems.com/neonPage.jsp?pageId=4&
https://farmersmarketcoalition.z2systems.com/neonPage.jsp?pageId=4&
https://farmersmarketcoalition.z2systems.com/neonPage.jsp?pageId=4&
https://farmersmarketcoalition.z2systems.com/neonPage.jsp?pageId=4&
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/joinus/membership/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/product/i-heart-farmers-market-tattoos/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/product/farmers-market-poster-postcards/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/store
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/store
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/store
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Learning Resources
 
Health and safety 

Making your market safe for customers, vendors, and staff. 

• Webinar: Farmers Markets Physical Redesign for Covid-19 Mitigation 

• Farmers Market-Tested Sales Platforms for Shopper Pre-Orders Webinar

• Farmers Markets Respond to COVID-19 — Best Practices, Examples, and 
Resources

 
Inclusivity and Anti-Racism

As the US comes to term with the inequalities built into our societal systems, 
the farmers market sector also has seen where we have fallen short of true 
inclusivity. 

Farmers markets are meant to serve their communities, and as an alternative to 
the conventional food system that undercuts farmers and food workers. To live 
up to that ideal, it is clear that markets must identify and actively work against 
the racist and oppressive norms of white supremacy culture in order to truly be 
inclusive and welcoming to all members of their community. Below are some 
resources for food systems workers to begin on that path. 

• Young Farmers Racial Equity Toolkit - https://www.youngfarmers.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Racial_Equity_Toolkit.pdf

• How to Manage When Things Are Not Okay (And Haven’t Been For 
Centuries) - https://www.managementcenter.org/resources/how-to-manage-
when-things-are-not-okay-and-havent-been-for-centuries/

• MSU Center for Regional Food Systems – The Local Food Movement: 
Setting the Stage for Good Food - https://www.canr.msu.edu/foodsystems/
uploads/files/Local_Food_Movement.pdf

• Center for Social Inclusion: Building the Case for Racial Equity in the 
Food System - https://www.centerforsocialinclusion.org/publication/building-
the-case-for-racial-equity-in-the-food-system/

 
Find (and add) more anti-racism resources in FMC’s resource library: https://
farmersmarketcoalition.org/types/anti-racism-resources/

https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/resource/webinar-farmers-markets-physical-redesign-for-covid-19-mitigation/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/resource/farmers-market-tested-sales-platforms-for-shopper-pre-orders-webinar/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/covid-19-crisis-farmers-market-new-guidelines/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/covid-19-crisis-farmers-market-new-guidelines/
https://www.youngfarmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Racial_Equity_Toolkit.pdf
https://www.youngfarmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Racial_Equity_Toolkit.pdf
https://www.managementcenter.org/resources/how-to-manage-when-things-are-not-okay-and-havent-been-fo
https://www.managementcenter.org/resources/how-to-manage-when-things-are-not-okay-and-havent-been-fo
https://www.canr.msu.edu/foodsystems/uploads/files/Local_Food_Movement.pdf 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/foodsystems/uploads/files/Local_Food_Movement.pdf 
https://www.centerforsocialinclusion.org/publication/building-the-case-for-racial-equity-in-the-food
https://www.centerforsocialinclusion.org/publication/building-the-case-for-racial-equity-in-the-food
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/types/anti-racism-resources/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/types/anti-racism-resources/
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Shareable Links
Research based articles to share on your market’s social media. These articles 
offer valuable information on the science behind why shopping at a farmers 
market can be safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. When sharing, be sure to 
point to the safety precautions and protocols your market has specifically put in 
place to protect the health of shoppers, vendors, and staff.

• “Interviews show a growing consensus among experts that, if Americans are 
going to leave their homes, it’s safer to be outside than in the office or the 
mall. With fresh air and more space between people, the risk goes down.” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/15/us/coronavirus-what-to-do-outside.html

• “How coronavirus spreads outdoors vs. indoors” - Vox 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6QwnzbRUyA&feature=emb_title

• “Fortunately, increasing your distance, decreasing the duration of your 
exposure, and improving the ventilation of the air around you can all lower 
your risk. And being outdoors generally helps you do all three.”  
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2020/4/24/21233226/coronavirus-
runners-cyclists-airborne-infectious-dose

• “In China, a study of 318 outbreaks found that transmission occurred 
outdoors in only one of them.” 
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.04.20053058v1

• In Japan, a study found that “the odds that a primary case transmitted 
Covid-19 in a closed environment was 18.7 times greater compared to an 
open-air environment.” Note that this study has not yet been peer reviewed. 
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.02.28.20029272v2

• According to a study published in the Journal of Infectious Diseases in 
May: “sunlight may rapidly inactivate SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) on surfaces, 
suggesting that persistence, and subsequently exposure risk, may vary 
significantly between indoor and outdoor environments.”  
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/222/2/214/5841129

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/15/us/coronavirus-what-to-do-outside.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6QwnzbRUyA&feature=emb_title
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2020/4/24/21233226/coronavirus-runners-cyclists-airborne-infectio
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2020/4/24/21233226/coronavirus-runners-cyclists-airborne-infectio
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.04.20053058v1 
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.02.28.20029272v2
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/222/2/214/5841129


A special thank you to our sponsors and partners who 
allow us to improve our resources and templates every 
year, reach more audiences, and promote the value of 

farmers markets far and wide!

The Farmers Market Coalition is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to strengthening 
farmers markets for the benefit of farmers, consumers, and communities.


