Appendix 1: Sample Questions from an Audience-Focused Survey
Instrument

These questions are from the national survey referenced in this guide. They may be
used or adapted for your own evaluations.

Suggested citation: Wolnik, D., Witzling, L., Shaw, B.R., Shea, C. (2025). Engaging
farmers market audiences through evidence-based practices. Farmers Market Coalition.

Sample questions about farmers market attendance

e Which of the following describes how often you attend farmers markets when
they are seasonally available to you?
o Response options: Never, Rarely, Sometimes, Frequently, Very frequently
e How often do you generally attend the farmers market when it is seasonally
available to you?
o Response options: Never, Just a few times each year, About once a
month, About once every other week, About once a week.
e How many times would you estimate that you go to a farmers market in a year?
o Response options: 0, 1-5, 6-10, 11-15, 16-20, 21-25, 26-30, 31-35,
36—40, 41-45, 46-50, 51-55=
e \Which seasons do you attend farmers markets at least once a month? Select all
that apply.
o Response options: Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall

Sample questions about farmers market shopping behaviors

e All farmers markets are a little different, but for the farmers market you go to most
frequently, which of the following is the description that best fits where it takes
place?

o Response options: Outside or inside of a building like a library or hospital,
In a neighborhood, Along a town or city’s main street, Somewhere in an
area that attracts tourists and has a festival atmosphere, In a location
without buildings or development

e Which products do you commonly purchase at the farmers market? Select all
that apply.

o Response options: Fruits and vegetables; Meat; Bakery; Dairy, including
cheese; Eggs; Packaged products like jams, syrups, and sauces;
Beverages to drink at the farmers market like coffee or smoothies; Meals
to eat at the farmers market, like hot food in takeout containers or on



paper plates; Cut flowers; Plants for your garden or yard; Arts and craft
products like soap, candles, or jewelry; Meal kits to prepare at home;
Other

e How interested are you in these features of farmers markets?

o Items in the question matrix: Buying prepared meals or snacks to eat at
the farmers market, Buying a meal kit at the farmers market to take home
and make, Pre-ordering farmers market products online and picking them
up at the market, Pre-ordering farmers market products online and having
them home delivered

o Response options: Not at all interested, Slightly interested, Somewhat
interested, Quite interested, Very interested

e How many vendors do you shop with on an average trip to the farmers market?

o Response options: 0, 1, Between 2 and 5, Between 6 and 10, More than

10
e How much do you spend on an average trip to the farmers market?

o Response options: Less than $10, Between $10 and $25, More than $25,
less than $50, More than $50, less than $75, More than $75, less than
$100, More than $100

e Farmers markets offer different kinds of payment options. How interested are you
in the following payment options at farmers markets?

o Items in the question matrix: Using a credit card, Using cash, Using gift
cards or certificates, Paying digitally with apps like Venmo or PayPal,
Using food assistance benefits such as SNAP or WIC, Using matching
incentive dollars offered to those using SNAP at the farmers market, Using
coupons issued by the farmers market or a state agency.

o Response options: Not at all interested, Slightly interested, Somewhat
interested, Quite interested, Very interested

Sample questions about other activities at farmers markets

e Because of past trips to farmers markets, have you done the following things?

o Response options: Have eaten healthier, Looked at locally grown products
at the grocery store based on experience at farmers markets, Saved
money by shopping at the farmers market, Connected with others in the
community, Gotten information from organizations in the community,
Shopped or visited nearby retail, stores on market day; Have eaten at a
nearby restaurant on market day

e At the farmers market, have you ever done the following? Select all that apply.



o

Response options: Learned about cooking, Learned about growing food,
Learned new things about food, Gotten ideas about new business
opportunities, Learned new things about the community, Made a
connection with a new organization, Spent time with friends or family, Met
a new person, Made a friend, Gotten information about voting, Registered
to vote, Received a health service such as a blood pressure check, Taken
a photo and posted it to social media, None of these activities

Sample questions about motivations and challenges to attending farmers

markets

e Are these reasons you shop at a farmers market?

o

Items in the question matrix: To buy fresh food, To support local farmers,
To get high-quality food, To do something fun, To eat healthier, To find
products that are hard to find elsewhere, To buy environmentally
sustainable food, To reduce your use of food packaging, To save money,
To talk to people who grow or make your food, To feel like you’re part of
the community, To learn new things about food, To shop in a way that
feels traditional, To use SNAP, To use the matching incentive dollars
offered to those using SNAP at the farmers market, To use coupons
issued to you for local food

Response options: Not at all, Very Little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, A great
deal

e Are the following reasons you don’t shop at farmers markets more often?

o

Items in the question matrix: You forget about farmers markets, The
prices are too high, There are crowds, The location isn’t convenient, The
parking isn’t convenient, You don’t know where or when the farmers
markets are, The hours at the farmers market aren’t convenient, The day
of the farmers market isn’t convenient, There aren’t convenient public
transportation options, You prefer to shop in stores, It takes too much time
to shop, You don’t feel welcome at the farmers market, The payment
options aren’ convenient, The products at farmers markets are not what
you want, Few people at the farmers market speak your language, You
don’t see people like you at the farmers market, You don’t trust that the
food is Local, The farmers market is lacking accommodations for physical
accessibility, There aren’t vendors from the same background as you.
Response options: Not at all, Very Little, Somewhat, Quite a bit, A great
deal



